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SENATE VOTES
PENSION LAW

Government Employes to Bene¬
fit By Passage of Ster^ng

Retirement Bill.

The Senate late yesterday after¬
noon paved the way for the retire¬
ment legislation for employes of the
Government who have reached the
age of seventy yearn or who have be¬
come disabled through sickness or

accident after fifteen years' service.
It passed th« Sterling civil service

retirement bill after adopting an

amendment presented by Senator
Hmoot advancing the age of retire¬
ment from sixty-five to seventy years.

Viva V*et Vote.
The bill «aa passed by a viva voce

rot*. It was the first time that such
legislation has received the approval
of either house. It will now go to
the House, where a bill similar to the
original Sterling bill, with the sixty-
flve-year age limit, has already been
reported favorably by the committee
on reform in the civil .ervlce.
Congressman LehlLucli of New Jer-

nt-y. chairman of the committee, de¬
clared last night that he believed the

f
bill would pass the House as reported

' by his committee. This would result
f In a conference and possible compro¬

mise In favor of the employes.
The Sterling bill as passed applies

to all employes in the classified civil
service, employes of the District gov¬
ernment, employes of the Library of
Congress, and superintendents of na¬

tional cemeteries; and permits the
1'resldent to extend Its terms to in¬
clude employes not classified at the
time of the passage of the act. An
employe must have been in the Gov¬
ernment service at least fifteen years
to benefit by the terms of the act.

Annuities Vary la Amount.
The annuities to be paid vary from

)180 to $720. A sum equal to 2V4
per cent of the employe's basic sal¬

ary, but not including bonuses, is to
be deducted monthly to aid in form-,
lnr the annuity fund.
The total cost of the retirement

plan the first year, he said, would be
$4,584,000 under the committee bll)
with the sixty-five-year limit, and
$2,051,000 under his amendment with
tha seventy-year limit. In the sev¬

enty-fifth year, he said, the total cost
of the plan under the cotnmittee bill
would be $37,000,000, and under his
plan $18,000,000. He figured the total
coat for aaventy-aeven yeara under the
committee bill aa $2,470,000,000, and
under hla amendment, $1,000,228,000.

Apartment Owners to Raise
Rates 20 Per Cent Here,

Is Prediction.

Just when WuhlD(t«nl«n> were

figuring on a downward movement In
the roata of rentals for rooma »nd
apartments, the announcemeent that
there la to be an increase of from
11.73 to |2 a ton on bituminous coal
has changed roey vlalona to gloom.
Owners of apartment houses thla

morning declared that the Increased
cost of coal would bring about a 20

per cent Increase In the cost of «p.

keep for apartment houaea, which
naturally would affect rents.

It waa pointed out, however, that
If the Increased cost of coal Is only
temporary, It may not affect rentals.
An official of one of the largest
trust and real estate companies In
the Capital stated today Increased
rents would affec,. , principally those
occupying, the email apartments, the
cost of coal being a big item in their
maintenance.

United States District Attorney
John K. Laskey Is Investigating a

report to the effect that members of
a coal dealers' association In the

Capital held a meeting last Wedno*
day, and agreed on an increase of

from $1.75 to $2 a ton on all
bituminous coal.
The District Attorney yesterday re¬

ceived a communication from Attor¬

ney General Palmer to Investigate all
complaints of profiteering in coal in

the Capital, and to prosecute coal

profiteers under the Lever act.
William P. Helm, Jr., an official of

the National Coal Association, which
represents the soft coal operators in

Washington, said yesterday that the
nation is confronted with a serious
shortage of coal, due to transporta¬
tion difficulties.

HEARING ON HALF-AND-
HALF PLAN TOMORROW

.

Hearings on the half-and-half law
and the 1 % per cent tax rate Imposed
on the citizens of Washington in the
District appropriation bill as passed
by the House will be confined to two

hours before the Senate District Ap¬
propriation subcommittee tomorrow.
Senator Curtis states that not more

than two witnesses will be heard as

representing the citizens of the Dis¬
trict. They probably will be Theo¬
dore W. Noyes and H. B. F. Macfar-
land.
There is no question that the Sen¬

ate subcommittee will be rigidly op¬

posed to any change in District fiscal
policy at present.

QUALITY YjgL SERVICE

Regardless of the particular Sport you favor
most you want to feel that the various items going
to make up your outfit are of the best. Roberts'
outfits you for any Sport.and we do it promptly
and Economically, too.

Tennis
Tends players will like our line of accessories.we can

supply your needs for everything from court tapes and
markers to balls and sunshades. We are distributors of sev¬

eral well known lines, among them Wright & LNtson.you
know their repatation. Racquets restrung in twenty-four
hoars.
Get what yon want.get it at Roberts'.

Golf
Golfing weather is here.you will be wanting to go

around a few holes. Perhaps there is a particular club you
are interested in, or some other piece of equipment.if
there is we have it* we also carry the make of bails you

prefer.
Clubs.Caddy Bags.Golf Clothing.Balls.etc.

Base Ball
When the call to "Play Ball" comes will you be ready?

We can supply your team with everything you will need.

A complete stock of Base Ball goods is always at your

service at Roberta'.material that is to be depended upon

at the critical moment.

Photography
We Carry

Kodaks, Cameras, and Accessories. A complete stock of
everything you need to take pictures. Modem equipment
for developing and printing. Our prints are made on Velox
paper, because it's Wat.

ROBERTS' SPORTS SERVICE
Covers the field of Sport thoroughly. If you need sug¬
gestions you can get them here from men who know
what they are talking about

W. F. ROBERTS COMPANY
"Everything for Every Sport"

818 Fourteenth Street Robert, Building

EASTER GREETING'
-By THE RT KEVr ALFRED HARDING, Bishop of Washington.

~

Easter is the oldest of all the Christian festivals, and each first day of the week, the Lord's day, is a little Easter, both

having been kept from the beginning in joyful commemoration of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ on the

morning of the third day after His Crucifixion. This great fact is of supreme worth to every true Christian. It cer¬

tifies the truth of all the claims and all the teaching of our Lord.
And it, in turn, is testified to by the new life manifested in the members of His body, the church, of which He is

the living Head and King. It has abolished the old inscription formerly placed over tfye entrances of Roman ceme¬

teries in pagan times, namely, the word " Fuerent," They have been. It has bronght life and immortality to light
and the assurance not only that the dear departed ones live, but the sure and certain hope of a joyful resurrection for
all the faithful. Easter, coming as it does in the spring time, with all its significance in the awakening of the trees

and the flowers and plants to a new life, brings to us the greater truth, of which the spring time is a symbol, of the

certainties of the resurrection of our mortal bodies.
May this Easter bring rich consolation to all mourners and a greater faith in Him "Who liveth and was dead, and

behold He is alive for evermore."

Washington disciplos of Dame Fashion awakened this mornin? to find the veracity of the weather man vindicated. Rain.in sufficient volume to preclude the possibility of an Easter parade.had been fall¬

ing for half the nigiit. Most emphatically it was not the right sort o f a day for dainty pumps and lace or silken hosiery. ....

And so the old nursery rhyme, "Rain, rain, go away, come a*ai n some other day," might have found ready application to milady s thoughts as she gazed from her boudoir window.

Connecticut and Pennsylvania avenues, Sixteenth street, and other fashionable promenades which would have been the setting for a dazzling array of springtimes daintiest and loveliest apparel, were hke the

streets of the proverbial deserted village. . . ., . , , ,.

But withal there was a resplendent showing of elaborate gowns, wraps, and millinery at the various churches and in the hotel lobbies. Attendance at the services arranged in the many Washington

churches was at its maximum. The hotels were gayly decorated with spring blossoms and afforded a brilliant setting for the exhibition of milady's wardrobe.

The above photograph is a composite of what might have been if Old Sol had appeared. The Times' photographer was busy the past week, and herewith are some of the "latest" as they were snapped in

dress rehearsal. . .

Pickes Winner At Bowie
And Succumbs to Heart
Disease At End of Race
Just as Tantalus crossed the

wire, a winner, at the Bowie race
track yesterday afternoon, Z. F.
McGill, of Troy, N. Y., who held a

ISO pari-mutuel ticket on the
horse, dropped dead from heart
disease.
As the cries of the thousands

of spectators subsided at the end
of the race, and Tantalus was

posted a winner, McGill, who was

standing near the rail, wai seen

to fall. Death cheated him of his
winnings.his $50 ticket was

worth $90.
McQill, said to have been a

familiar figure about race tracks,
had every confidence In th» going
of Tantalus, and he had urged
friends to bet on the horse. His
sudden death cast a gloom over

many spectators for a time, but
after his body had been carried
away, the racing continued as

though nothing had happened.
McOUl's body is at an undertak¬

er's establishment at Bowie, and
will be sent to his home In Troy
today.

Brine in

Your Old Hats!
Men'*, Women'*, and Children's
HATS CLEANED AND

REBLOCKED
By Experts

All Work Guaranteed
Wc also have in Stock a

Fine Line of Ladies' and Men's
Genuine Panama Hats at

Reasonable Prices

National Hat Factory
823 Ninth Street N. W.

rfcone Main 3«2«
/

Rain Dampens Easter
Togs, But Not Spirits
Of D. C. Celebrants

Drizzling rain, accompanied by the lowest temperatures
for a week, made today the gloomiest Easter Sunday Wash¬
ington has known in a docade. liain fell during the night
and throughout the morning, with every indication that 11
would continue throughout the entire day.

I.lnom; Outlook for Tomorrow.
But withal there was a datlllnK

array of Raster finery In evidence at
the various churches, where special
services attracted unusual crowds.
The hotels also drew large crowds

and presented a pretty spectacle of
spring blossoms, dainty frocks and
millinery.
Children watched the skies enRerly

for some Indication that the weather
will clear before the morrow to per¬
mit the usual Raster Monday egg roll¬
ing contests on the Washington Monu¬
ment grounds and at the Zoological
Park. The weather forecasters, how¬
ever, held out but little hope of good
weather for tomorrow, predicting
continued rain and falling tempera
tures.
The congregations at the various

churches were Interesting, as usual,
not only for the spring millinery, but
for the personality of the worshipers
Kor those who may say that Raster
has lost Its sartorial dignity, let It
be said that not In several years at
least has there been such a resplen¬
dent showing of dainty spring finery.
A veritable ma*e of spring blossoms

was the interior of all the churches,
and these served as a brilliant setting
for the new frocks and modish hats
of the women. The men also were
nttlred In sprin;,- stilts of the new
cuts and spring patterns.

Itotunle (inrilena Oefy Itnln.
Despite the rain, rhe United States

Tlotanlc Gardens received hundreds of
visitors. There are a half dosen va¬
rieties of magnolia trees In full bloom
there, and huge beds of peonies In
the gardens are on the verge of full
blonm. Korsynthla and crocuses are
much In evidence at the Capitol and
at the various parks.

All of the downtown hotels hiv*
arranged sperlal musical program*
for the afternoon, and presnglng an
unusual attendance the lobbies were
crowded at noon today.

MRS. BURLESON KNOWS
0. HENRY HAD BLUE EYES
Mrs. Albert S. Burleson has chal¬

lenged the biographers of O. Henry
to prove their description of the fa¬
mous short-story writer that he had
gray eyes. Mrs. Burleson, In an ad¬
dress on "Personal Recollections of
O. Henry," at the Woman's City Club,
said she had been a next-door nelgh-
for of the distinguished writer, and
that she Is positive he had "violet
blue eyer"

"I lived In the same town with O.
Henry, who at the time was called
Will Porter," said Mrs. nurleson. "It
was down In Austin, Tex.. In about
IM.hB or 'NO. 1 can't remember which.
He was a clerk In the First National
Hank. One day I went to the bank to
draw a check. Tlelng a very young
Klrl I always left It to the clerk to
write out the check. O. Henry was

that clerk and he wrote out my check.
As he handed It to me I looked Into
his eye.«. and was impressed with the
violet blue color."

600 MANUFACTURING
CONCERNS IN DISTRICT

The Merchants and Manufacturer'
Association lias completed a survey f
the manufacturing plsnts In the I)|p
trlct of Columbia, which shows a totn'
of about Arms engaged in manu¬
facturing pursuits. While this lis
contains (he names of many smal
concerns. It Is «xpected that further
work In the survey will show a sub¬
stantial Increase In large manufac-
turlng units.

7
Stating that they alone are respon*

slble for the statements of fact con.

talned In the brief submitted in their
behalf to the Reclassification Commis¬
sion, and reiterating their assertions
as to the duty in which they work,
women employes of the Mull Bag Re¬

pair Shop last night filed a statement
with Postmaster General Rurleson de¬

claring the 8. E. Blassingham, charg-
e dwlth misstatement of facta as to

condition of employment In the Mall
Hag Repair Shop "Is In no sense re¬

sponsible for the statements of fact
contained In this written declaration,
.but acted merely as the employes'
representative In accordance with the
approved procedure of the Reclassi¬
fication Commission."
Accompanying the statement Is a

letter to Postmaster General Rurfe.
son from Miss Ethel M. Smith, execu¬
tive secretary of the Women's Trade
Union League, who assisted in the
drawing of the women's brief with
reference to the Mail Hag Repair
Shop, and who claims the sentences
on which the charges against Mr.
Blassingham are based as her own

phraseology. Intended to describe the
conditions as stated by the women

employes. The brief, she states, was

formulated by her in collaboration
with Mr. Blassingham, from their
combined notes taken at the meeting.

9 Irish Sensation
IfrRrld* PlAfira (M) ptoplr

ilcoot fmru Now York, wbof
thf r ha*o boon abowln* t »

crowded femiSM fonrto*n month*

GONZAGA HALL
Nfntt Saturday and Sunday oT«nlnr». 10th

and 1Kb. Children * IfatlMt Hut'ii
Rim* rmtiimtft. cast. arenar.?. Qaolle *lti»
dancara, Ac., mc. t

Tn tho Pawning of tho Pay.
Hoo tho alfht band Irlab Jlf, thf « band

r*cl. fmir hand rcol. homplpo tmm of oleht.
alnirlo fttl nn<1 Nlfn )l| HHP Mini \olHa

I>ocbtrtj\ rold modal wlnnor it Dublin and
(JliMprow FVIa. alnff Jimmy Moroola In Oaollr
I'Murta of Iroland old and now. In<ludtng
Po Valrra In uniform and Counteaa Mir- kl*-
tlot while flebtlns Kaator wrok. Kiplalncd
bv tbo Nov. P J O'ponnoll, Ph. P. P. P,
11 C. L.
A linlmilna fVO conf*, 7.1 cent* unrt ft 1.
I p l>» Valfral l p Vrl«b Republic.

CITIZENS PROTEST
BOOST IN TAX RATE
Bitter protest against the Increase

of the local tax rate and the abolition
of the half and half plan was made
last night at the meeting of the Fed¬
eration of Citizens' Associations In
the board room of the District build¬
ing. A resolution was adopted call¬
ing upon the Senate committee for a

hearing for representatives of the
federation before action Is taken
upon the House District appropria¬
tion bill.
Lively discussion of the school sit¬

uation was a feature of the meeting:.
The federation went on record as fav¬
oring no civil service examinations
for school teachers, and as favoring
administration of school «.nd muni¬
cipal affairs by Washingtonlans.
Snowden Ashford, member of the

schools committee of the federation,
rising to a point of personal prlvl-
'rge, protested attempts "on the part
of a few members of the federation
to shut off discussion of school mat.

r«," and to Impugn the motives of
fellow delegates regarding school
questions.
The federation was placed on rec¬

ord a second time lis opposing the
stoning system of street car fares as

sought by the Washington Railway
and Electric Company In a resolution
introduced by William McK. Clayton,
chairman of the committee on public
utilities. 2

FLOWERS
.for the Wife or

Sweetheart §
V

£ carry a very swept mesaafre
and one that is remem orred

f- by the person receiving them.

5 "Flowert For All Ocearinu."

irasMnoton #1orn1 Co. 1
124 14th Street !», W.

Main 1041.

KENNEL CLUB BENCH
SHOW IS SANCTIONED

A telegram received yesterday by
Chairman R. H. Atkinson, of the
bench show committee of the Wash¬
ington Kennel Club, states that at a

meeting of the license committee of
the American Kennel Club, held in
New York city, approval was given
the dates. May 7 and 8, set for the
¦<»>venth annual dog show of the local
club at the Coliseum over Center
Market. A communication received
by Charles A. Watson, secretary of
the local committee, contained a long
list of specials from the Hackensack
Kennel Club of Hackensack. N. J.,
which Is open for members of that or¬
ganization.

This Is National ij
Water Heater

Week

April 5 to lOii
BE certain to stop in and see i

our Very complete display of j!

"PittSlmr*"
That la the Biame.

Gas Water Heaters
Special buying inducements;!for this event.

Piltsburg Water
Healer Co. I

Edgar Morris Sale* Co.
4 went"

IMS O St. N. W. 1[
PI one M. 46261;

PRESIDENT MISSES
FIRST EASTER

SERVICE
for the first time In eight

yearn, President Wilson remain¬
ed sway from Easier services to¬

day.
He spent the day resting In ths

White House.
This wan a disappointment both

to him and to churchgoers, who
had hoped he would appear at
services today, either at the Cen¬
tral 1'resbyn rlan Church, of
which h«- Is a communicant, or at
St. Margaret'* Episcopal Church,
which Mrs. Wilson attends.


